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For some reason we accord special significance to anniversaries with round numbers.  For the Coalition 
for Education in the Outdoors (CEO) 2012 provided the opportunity to celebrate its 25
th
 anniversary in 
the most recent issue of Taproot: A Journal of Outdoor Education.  This year also marked the 20
th
 
anniversary of CEO’s first biennial research symposium and publication of what became Research in 
Outdoor Education.  Reflecting on these anniversaries provides an opportunity to celebrate significant 
progress in our field. 
 
In the late 1980s, the state of research in outdoor education was very different from today.  Outdoor 
education researchers, often working in isolation, usually had to publish in journals not focused 
primarily on outdoor education.  Presenting research and communicating with other researchers was also 
difficult because we were spread out among so many different conferences.  Some outdoor-oriented 
professional associations tried to offer research-oriented sessions or even mini-research symposia at 
their conferences.  In doing so, they struggled to find presenters and attendees.   
 
Such a situation was exactly what the Coalition for Education in the Outdoors was formed to address.  
CEO sought not to duplicate or replace any existing professional association or program, but to provide 
outdoor educators with services and communications that were not sufficiently delivered by other 
organizations.  The CEO research committee, seeking to advance the empirical and theoretical bases of 
outdoor education, decided to create a symposium that would attract researchers and scholars from all 
aspects of the field -- from environmental interpretation to camping and adventure education.  We 
generated lists of persons to receive our call for papers and invitation to the event.  This was before most 
people had internet or email, so the communications were “mail merged” and hand signed. 
 
Working with Camille Bunting and others on the CEO research committee to organize the first 
symposium, I had no idea then whether we would succeed and certainly never imagined I would be 
helping to organize the Eleventh Biennial CEO Research Symposium 20 years later.  I remember asking 
Gary Robb, then Director of Bradford Woods where the event was held, how many attendees we would 
need to make it worth his while.  When he said “somewhere in the teens” I was relieved.  Between 
committee members and presenters of papers we would surely reach that number 
 
The event did better than that.  It attracted people from different disciplines, universities, and continents.  
The formal presentations and discussion sessions went very well, but most of all, people seemed to 
relish the chance to talk with other researchers. Meal times, breaks, and evening socials were filled with 
dialog, and lasting friendships and collaborations were born.     
 
From this initial success, the CEO Research Symposium has grown to become a highly anticipated and 
appreciated event.  The number of research papers presented has tripled.  Likewise, attendance has 
steadily climbed while the symposium has retained the warm and relaxed atmosphere and the “amazing 
interaction” that people so value.  The symposium also led to a new refereed publication the field 
needed.  Well over one hundred research articles have appeared in the first 11 volumes of Research in 
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CEO.  Electronic databases such as EBSCOs Academic Search Complete have greatly widened the 
readership of CEO publications.  While the quantity of this research is impressive, the quality is also 
markedly improved across these two decades.  Generally speaking, work is more focused and 
methodologically sound.  More researchers are staying with a line of research, better building the body 
of knowledge and the promise of improving practice.  Our field and its people are better because of such 
progress. 
 
CEO has not been alone in advancing the empirical and theoretical bases of outdoor education.  Many of 
the associations that struggled to organize research sessions at their meetings 20 years ago now have 
significant research programs as part of their national conferences.  Further, our field has been enriched 
during this period by the emergence of several new journals on this continent and others.  Where the 
CEO research efforts once filled a void in our field, they are now part of a variety of complementary 
research initiatives that hold promise for the future. 
 
The word complementary, not competitive, is important in the last sentence.  CEO welcomes the new 
initiatives.   The organizers of the CEO, AEE, and ACA symposia share announcements of one 
another’s events and encourage members to participate.  We expect such collaboration to expand.  
Research in Outdoor Education, which once published only papers presented at the CEO symposium, 
now accepts submissions from authors who presented at other symposiums.  In doing so, ROE may 




 anniversary of CEO and the 20
th
 anniversary of the CEO Research Symposium and ROE 
provide a welcome opportunity to look back with satisfaction on the progress of our field. Challenges 
remain, of course, which leaves all of us with plenty of opportunities in the years ahead.  Considering 
the quality and character of my new academic colleagues in this field, I can only be optimistic. 
 
Please allow me to thank some of the many people who make the CEO Research Symposium and this 
publication possible.  The reviewers, the CEO Research Committee, and the authors, all listed later, 
provide the substance of this publication.  Anyone who has been to Bradford Woods knows what a 
wonderful place it is.  We thank Shay Dawson and his staff, especially Tim Street, who made being 
there so comfortable.  Bradford Woods is an extension of the Department of Recreation and Park 
Administration at Indiana University, headed by Bryan McCormick.   We thank that department, both 
faculty and students, for their continued support of Bradford Woods and the CEO Research Symposium.  
Sagamore Publishing and Human Kinetics Publishers also provided support for the symposium.Alan 
Ewert, lead editor, guided the manuscript review process and editing of ROE with much grace and 
competence.  Co-editor Frank Vernon played critical roles every step of the way.  Finally, our thanks go 
to the SUNY Cortland President, Erik Bitterbaum, and Provost, Mark Prus, for their continued support 
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